
For a Summer with a Good Story 

 

There was a time when Haruki Murakami's 1Q84 was the talk of the town--a huge work of fiction that 

would have taken up 1984 pages at 400 characters per manuscript page. I don't have a lot of time to read, 

so I read this book little by little over a period of about two weeks. The first thing I thought after finishing 

the book was that I felt very happy while I was reading it. Not only when I was actually reading the book, 

but also while I was going about my daily work and life. This is not the only time I have felt this way. I 

often feel it when I am reading a story that I like. But I think this feeling was especially strong when I was 

reading 1Q84. 

Nowadays, our life is full of information. And that information informs us of many incidents. "As the 

amount of information increases, so does the horrific, abnormal and inexplicable nature of the incidents. 

Even if we try to stop and think about such an incident, the thought pattern of "if it's too hot, it's too hot to 

forget" makes it seem distant before we even know it. TV is also full of comedy. We laugh so hard every 

second that we don't even have time to savour the laughter as it passes us by. 

The author himself, Haruki Murakami, said in a newspaper article: "It is precisely in such times that the 

role of the author is to create a 'story'. The whole story goes into the heart of the person. It doesn't work 

instantly, but it endures over time and grows with.” My sense of happiness probably stems from this. No 

matter how hectic my life is, if I open 1Q84 on the train, there is a story there. I can read about Aomame, 

Tengo and Fukaeri living a story that seems to be a fantasy far removed from everyday life. I think the 

feeling of being able to touch the "story" of IQ84 whenever I wanted to made me feel happy. 

Well, tomorrow we start our long summer holiday. First of all, it is most important that we keep ourselves 

healthy both physically and mentally. In Japan, there are still tragic cases of children taking their own 

lives because of bullying. We would like to encourage families to communicate with their children so that 

they do not become isolated. 

We hope that each child will have a big story to tell about his or her days this summer, without being 

swamped by inane "information" or "incidents". It is quite enjoyable, from my own experience, to always 

have an unfinished "story" beside oneself. I am sure that this will influence the children's own "stories" 

that they create in reality, and enrich the "summer story" that is about to begin. 

 

Note: "Aomame", "Tengo" and "Fukaeri" are the names of the characters in 1Q84. 

 

 

 


